


Move it
Gliding down the river 

The superb Rivière Bleue 
Provincial Nature Reserve, 
just one hour's drive from 
Noumea, is a miracle of 
unspoilt nature. 

And one of  the best ways to 
explore its wonders is a canoe trip 
down the river. You set off either 
from Pont Pérignon or from the 
Rivière Blanche, depending on 
which adventure trail company you 
choose. 

Ideally, you should plan for a four 
hour trip so you have plenty of 
time for a visit to the giant kauri (40 
metres high) before making your 
way down through the rainforest 
with its majestic trees and out into 
the drowned forest. The park is a 
haven of peace and natural beauty 
and the breathless hush is broken 

only by the sound of birdsong. You 
will also have time to explore as 
far as the waterfalls following a 
refreshing picnic lunch in the pine 
forest. And a bed of fallen pine 
needles is said to be perfect for a 
siesta!

Terra Incognita: 78 94 46. 
Aventure Pulsion: 26 27 48.
Parc de la Rivière Bleue, 
7 a.m. to 5 p.m. (except Monday). 
Tel. 43 61 24.

Where to stay
Armand's garden haven

Following the RPN7 road 
from Pouébo to Ouégoa 
heading towards Poum, 
you"ll cross the Amos pass 
before dropping down to the 
banks of the Diahot, New 
Caledonia's only major river 
(90km long).

4 km from Ouégoa village, follow 
the signs from the fork and, 100m 
west of the bridge, you'll find a 
perfect little rustic refuge: Armand 
Ogushiku's campsite. 

Pitch your tent beneath the shady 
mango trees and luxuriate in the 
utter peace and tranquillity. The 
campsite, surrounded by a forest 
of niaouli trees, is a stone's throw 

from the banks of the Diahot River. 
Armand is a New Caledonian 
born and bred and he loves telling 
visitors stories of the Diahot and 
the plant species found along its 
banks all year round. 

And if it's the mango or banana 
season, you're in for a real treat! 
A l though Armand no  longer 
organises river trips, it's worth 
asking him whether you can take 
a boat out. 
This little spot is an ideal base for 
exploring the wild beauty of the 
region's landscapes.

Chez Bouli campsite, Ouégoa, 
Tel. 42 76 89 / 79 42 98, tent site: 
F500 per person and per night.

If you've got an eye for a 
bargain or a passion for 
collectibles, don't miss 
the big event at Place des 
Cocotiers on Saturday 
13 March.

Flea market, bric-a-brac sale, 
garage sale, bazaar, car boot sale... 
whatever you call it, it's great fun 
and a fantastic opportunity to pick 
up bargains or find some cool 
collectibles to add to your personal 
store. With over one hundred stalls, 
the Place des Cocotiers car boot 
sale is guaranteed to satisfy even 
the most dedicated of hagglers and 
bargain hunters. Have a good ferret 
through the curiosities and odds 
and ends spread out for you by 
people keen to find a better home 
for items they no longer need or 
having a bumper sell-off before 

moving house. Books, pictures, 
knick-knacks, table and bed linen, 
furniture, toys, childcare acces-
sories, clothes, ornaments, old 
papers... all waiting to start a new 
life!
 
Car boot sale, Saturday 13 March, 
Place des Cocotiers, 8 a.m. to 
midday. Tel. 28 02 07

Shopping
Any old iron, 
any old iron...

Imagine a cool terrace 
dotted with elegantly 
appointed tables shaded 
by the fronds of luxuriant 
and graceful Areca palms. 

How could you resist stopping off 
for a delicious meal after a visit 
to nearby Maison Célières, one 
of Noumea's loveliest colonial 

mansions, recently renovated and 
transformed into the local literature 
centre? The menu captures the 
essence of French cuisine (a whole 

sole meunière, pork tenderloin...). 
And you'll love the selection 

of mouth-watering salads 
(do  t ry  the  Caesar 

salad!) and tropical 
delights such as the 
coconut macaroon 
stuffed with mango 

coulis. Pamper your 

tastebuds with a 'café gourmand' 
which is served with three mini 
desserts (including the famous 
macaroon) and gives you the 
opportunity to sample a selection 
of the gorgeous home-made 
desserts.

L'Escale du Faubourg, 
13 route du Port Despointes, 
Tel. 25 90 21, open lunchtime 
and evening except Sunday 
and Monday.

Why not get yourself 
‘Le Pass’? It’s the ideal way 
to explore New Caledonia’s 
natural and cultural 
treasures.  

‘Le Pass’ is a real ‘open sesame’ 
to six of Noumea’s most fasci-
nating natural and cultural hotspots. 
Admission to all six is included in 
‘Le Pass’, making it a great money 
saving deal. Wander at your leisure 
through the underwater wonderland 
of Noumea’s world class aquarium; 
explore the winding paths of the 
Zoological and Botanical Park, 
home to a wealth of plant and 
wildlife species, many endemic to 
New Caledonia. 

Culture at your fi ngertips

‘Le Pass’ also includes admission 
to four of Noumea’s top cultural 

centres and museums. Plunge 
into the heart of Kanak artistic and 
cultural traditions as you soak up 
the atmosphere of the Tjibaou 
Cultural Centre, with its stunning 
architecture and lushly beautiful 

surroundings; marvel at 
the  superb  Ocean ian 
collections on show at 
t h e  M u s e u m  o f  N e w 
Caledonia. Noumea’s City 
Museum, centrally located 
on Place des Cocotiers, 
is a gem of colonial archi-
tecture and a treasure 
house of records and 
relics from Noumea’s 
past, while the Maritime 
History Museum near 
the port possesses a 
fascinating collection of 
navigational instruments, 
ancient vessels and 
exhibits from Noumea’s 
seafaring past. Enjoy!

‘Le Pass’, 6 month pass 
granting one admission per 
person to all abovementioned 
venues. On sale at all the above 
and at tourism outlets displaying 
a ‘Le Pass’ sign, F1,700. 
Tel. 05 75 80 (free call)

Art & Culture
Cultural passport

Wining
and dining
The magic 
of France
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This week 12 to 18 March 2010

A visit to Oumagne 
cave, more 
commonly known 
as Queen Hortense’s 
cave, is a must while 
you’re on the Isle 
of Pines. 

The cave lies in a natural 
beauty spot; a footpath 
l eads  th rough  dense 
tropical vegetation to a 
limestone cave hollowed 
out in the cliff, with a small 
stream running through it. 
The entrance is guarded 
by magnificent tree ferns 
and majestic kauri trees. 
Impressive moss covered 
stalactites hang from the 
ceiling of the cave, which 
is carpeted with aerial roots 
and is home to a colony of 
bats.    
The cave is said to have 
been used as a hiding 
place by Queen Hortense, 
daughter of a Kanak Great 
Chief. She spent several 
months hiding in the cave 
between 1885 and 1886, 
while intertribal battles 
raged over her father ’s 
succession. 
According to historians, 
a t r ibal  war broke out 
fol lowing the death on 
30 May 1855 of Keewa, 
known as Jimmy Philippe, 
8th Great Chief of the Isle 
of Pines. His daughter 
Hortense was forced to 

spend a year hiding in the 
cave which now bears 
her name, guarded by her 
faithful warriors. 

Honorary title

H o r t e n s e ’ s  c o u s i n 
and husband, Samuel 
Vendegou, became the 
9th Grand Chief in 1870. 
Queen Hortense has a 
very special place in the 
heart of the Kunié people 
(the native inhabitants of 
the Isle of Pines), because 
she  addressed  many 
strongly worded pleas to 
the French Government 
following the 1872 decision 
to evict the island’s rightful 
inhabitants and turn it into 
a penal colony. Confronted 
with Hortense’s   powerful 
arguments, Governor de 
la Richerie proposed a 
compromise. The infertile 
western part of the island 
was set  as ide for  the 
convicts while the Kunié 
people retained the use of 
the eastern part. The story 
goes that the French called 
Hortense the “queen” more 
or less as a joke, since she 
did most of the talking in 
behalf of the Kunié people. 

Information from 
the Tourism Offi ce, 
Tel. 05 75 50 (free call)

Noumea
Fri. 12 March
Culture
Come and join ‘Teabook’, 
a special book club where 
you can browse for books to 
borrow and enjoy a refreshing 
cuppa with toasted muffi ns! 
The ‘Teabook’ tea break is 
scheduled every Friday from 
1 to 2 p.m., cost is 1 000F 
and you can borrow books 
for one month...
Teabook, 1 rue Wapole, 
Sainte-Marie.
Tel. 85 59 05 / www.plan.nc
Fri. 12 and Sun. 14 March
Theme buffet
Scrumptious seafood buffet 
and relaxed and festive 
atmosphere at the Surf Hotel, 
Anse Vata: show your copy 
of the Weekly and get a free 
drink... enjoy! Fri. 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. Adults F6,200 and 
Sun. lunchtime, F4,900, 
children under 12, F3,100.
Tel. 28 05 05
Fri. 12 to Thurs. 18 March
Nature trail
Explore the mysterious world 
of the mangroves. Ouémo 
nature trail, admission 
free, open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Entrance opposite Marie 
Havet School.
Tel. 05 75 80 (free call)
Market

Port Moselle market for fresh 
fruit, vegetables and fi sh, 
every morning 5 a.m. 
to 11.30 a.m.
Bakery
Come and sample the 
delicious croissants, 
baguettes and other snacks 
on sale at ‘Le Fournil 
Gourmand’ in rue Gallieni, 
not far from the maritime 
terminal. Enjoy!
Sat. 13 March
Car boot sale
Bargains galore at Place des 
Cocotiers, 8 a.m. to midday.
Tel. 28 02 07
Tues. 16 March
Theme evening
Art’péritifs in the Art 
Centre gardens. Short fi lm 
screenings: Korea seen 
through 15 cartoon fi lms. 
Admission free, 6 boulevard 
extérieur, Faubourg Blanchot. 
Tel. 25 07 50
Tues. 16 and 
Thurs. 18 March
Kanak Path
Explore the myth of human 
creation in the unique plant 
world of the Kanak Path. 
Special trail lasting 1 ½ hrs 
and leaving at 2.30 p.m. 
Tjibaou Cultural Centre, rue 
des Accords de Matignon, 
Tina. F2,500 per person, 
advance booking required. 
Tel. 41 45 45

Weds. 17 March 
to Sat. 17 April
Exhibition

‘Abstraction et fi guration’ 
(Abstract and Figurative Art) 
at Proyecto art gallery, 18 
rue Duquesne, Baie de la 
Moselle. Tel. 83 18 65
Thurs. 18 March 
to Sat. 10 April
Exhibition
‘Parcours en Mélanésie’ 
(Journey through Melanesia), 
twenty monumental wood 
and metal sculptures by 
Francis Lôter on show in the 
Bernheim Library’s Eiffel 
Room. Tuesday, Thursday & 
Friday, 1 p.m. to 5.30 p.m., 
Wednesday 9 a.m. to 5.30 
p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., admission free. 41 
avenue du maréchal Foch, 
Downtown, tel. 24 20 90
Till 28 March
Exhibition

‘Balades photographiques’ 
d’André Delâge : scènes de la 
vie quotidienne en Nouvelle- 
Calédonie, 1905-1911’, 
42 photos by André Delâge 
depicting scenes of everyday 
life in New Caledonia in the
early years of the 20th 
century. Tjibaou Cultural 
Centre, rue des Accords de 
Matignon, Tina. Tel. 41 45 45
Exhibition
‘Champignons des forêts 
tropicales’ (Mushrooms of the 
Rainforests), exhibition at the 
Botanical and Wildlife Park, 
10.15 a.m. to 5.45 p.m., 
rue du Mont Te, Montravel.
Tel. 27 89 51

South 
Province
Fri. 12 to Thu. 18 March
Nature trail
The Parc des Grandes 
Fougères nature reserve 
boasts a wealth of delightful 
foot and mountain bike trails. 
Open from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
every day except Tuesday, 
last admissions 3.30 p.m. 
Adults F400, 12 to 18s and 
senior citizens F300.
Tel. 90 73 37
Sat. 13 March
Market
Market in Moindou on the 
main square from 7.30 a.m. 
to 11.30 a.m. Tel. 43 14 78

Market
Market in Bourail on the main 
square from 7.30 a.m. to 
11.30 a.m. Tel. 46 46 12
Market
Farmers’ market held 
in La Foa main square. 
Tel. 41 69 11
Theme evening
Prawn evening at Gîte les 
Nautilus guesthouse. Please 
book ahead. Tel. 79 65 69
Sun. 14 March
Markets
Market in Farino on the 
townhall square. Tel. 43 23 14
Mont Mou market at Païta. 
Tel. 43 23 14
Kayak outing
Day trip by kayak exploring 
the drowned forest. F5,900F 
per person, picnic lunch 
included. 
Terraventure@mls.nc, 
Tel. 77 88 19
Heritage trail
Join heritage guide Alain Fort 
for an information-packed 
hike exploring the North 
Bay penitentiary site. Adults 
F2,000, children free. 
Tel. 26 48 13
Tues. 16 March 
to Tues. 6 April
Exhibition
Photos by Arthur Lavine: 
fascinating photographic 
record of daily life in New 
Caledonia 1944-45. Bourail 
Museum, Monday to Friday 
8 a.m. to 11 a.m. & 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Admission: adults 
F250, children F100.

North
Province
Sat. 13 March
Market
Koné market, fresh country 
produce, opposite the law 
court, Koné, 6 a.m. to midday.
Tel. 78 65 95
Market
Kaala Gomen market, 6 a.m. 
to midday, by the post offi ce.
Tel. 47 67 28
Market
Houaïlou market, 6 a.m. to 
midday. Tel. 42 52 20
Theme evening
Seafood buffet, Hotel 
Koniambo in Koné, F5,775 
per person. Tel. 47 39 40
Theme evening
Spanish evening featuring 
Fuego Gitano musicians 
Doulen &Joé at the Malabou 
Beach in Poum. Super 
lagoon buffet and giant paella 
F3,675 per person, children 
under 12 half price. 
Tel. 47 60 60
Theme evening
Elvis Presley evening 
featuring Carl and his 
orchestra at the Koulnoue 
Village in Hienghène. Buffet 
dinner F3,675 per person, 
children under 12 half price. 
Tel. 42 81 66

Loyalty 
Islands
Ouvea
Weds. 17 March
Market
Hnyinëhë market by the 
sea (between Banoutr and 
Wadrilla), 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Maré
Fri. 12 and 
Tues. 16 March
Market
In Tadine, opposite the Town 
Hall Shelter, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Lifou
Fri. 12 and 
Weds. 17 March
Market
In Wé, 6 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Later
Fri. 19 March 
to Fri. 2 April
Exhibition

‘L’art est un partage’, (Art 
is Sharing) paintings and 
sculptures by Hetty Doyle and 
Anne-Laure Déméné at the 
Mont-Dore Cultural Centre. 
Tuesday to Friday 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., admission free. 
Tel. 41 90 90
Mon. 29 March 
to Sat. 3 April
Festival

Coming soon... the Noumea 
Underwater Film Festival, 
featuring screenings 
of competing fi lms and 
exhibitions... Plunge deep into 
the mysterious ocean depths 
and learn about the rich 
variety, beauty and fragility of 
marine ecosystems. Cinema 
REX, avenue de la Victoire, 
Downtown Noumea. From 
4 p.m. to 10 p.m.: screenings 
of competing fi lms and award-
winning movies from the 2009 
Marseilles Festival, ocean-
themed exhibitions, stalls 
and educational attractions. 
Saturday 3 April, 6 p.m.: 
Awards evening and prize-
giving. 12
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History
Queen Hortense’s Cave
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The truly magnificent Great 
Ferns Park nature reserve 
stretches over4,500 hectares 
of glorious countryside dotted 
with towering tree ferns. The 
park opened in 2008 and is 
near the village of Farino, 
around 100 kilometres from 
Noumea. 

A network of looped nature 
t ra i ls  radiates out  f rom 
the main entrance at Col 
Ouano and you can create 
your own foot or mountain 
bike i t inerary. The main 
"panoramic t ra i l "  winds 
through the three neigh-
bouring communit ies of 
Sarraméa, Moindou and 
Farino and offers a host 
of breathtaking viewpoints 
of the West Coast and the 
lagoon. Book one of the 
expert guides to accompany 
you and learn all about the 
endemic flora and fauna, the 
history of the region and local 
culture as you wander along 
the trail. And you may also 

be lucky enough to find some 
luscious wild strawberries 
hiding in the undergrowth...

Parc des Grandes Fougères, 
Farino, Tel. 90 73 37. Open 
Wednesday to Monday 
7 a.m. to 5 p.m. (last 
admissions at 3.30 p.m.) 
If you would like a guide, 
please call ahead: 
44 31 84 or 90 73 37

The chayote (Sechium 
edule), also known as 
sayote, tayota, choko, 
chocho ,  chow-chow, 
merliton or christophine, 
in memory of Christopher 
Columbus, is an edible 
plant originating in South 
America. I t  is a large 
pear-shaped vegetable, 
pale green or yellow in 
colour, with firm flesh and 
a delicate nutty taste.

Chayote gratin 
1 kg chayote, 1 tbsp flour, 
1 tbsp butter, 1/2 glass 
of milk, 4 garlic cloves, 
thyme, 1 tbsp oil, grated 
cheese, breadcrumbs, 
salt, pepper. 
P e e l  t h e  c h a y o t e , 
dice them and cook in 
boiling water with salt, 
thyme, oil and 1 crushed 
garlic clove. Prepare a 
béchamel sauce by gently 
heating the 3 remaining 
garl ic cloves with the 
bu t te r  and  g radua l l y 

mixing in flour, milk and 
pepper. Continue stirring 
unt i l  sauce th ickens. 
Butter a gratin dish, add 
the chayote and cover 
with the sauce, grated 
cheese and breadcrumbs. 
Bake  f o r  30  m ins  a t 
thermostat 6.

Chayote salad
2 chayote, 1 garlic clove, 
wine vinegar, 10 cl oil, 
parsley, salt and pepper. 
Quarter the chayote, peel 
and remove the centres. 
Dice finely and boil in 
salt water for 15 mins. 
Dra in  and mix  in  the 
vinaigrette (wine vinegar, 
salt, pepper, garlic and 
chopped parsley). Serve 
warm.

4)

I came to New Caledonia for 
a stay of nearly 3 months in 
response to an invitation from 
Alphonse Pujapujane in the 
Loyalty Islands and Bernard 
Andreani in Noumea. I was able to share my experience 
of free diving with New Caledonian fans of the sport 
and I also made many wonderful dives with them in an 
underwater environment of quite outstanding beauty.

This was my second stay here and, in addition to 
time spent free diving, I learnt much more about New 
Caledonia, a country I treasure not only for the matchless 
glory of her underwater world but also for the warmth and 
friendship of all the people I have met here. It is my most 
fervent wish (in fact, I am really determined) to return 
here once again to renew a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
it would be diffi cult to fi nd anywhere else in the world! 

Guillaume Néry, free-diving world record holder

Contact us
We would like to hear any comments 
regarding The New Caledonia Weekly, 
please write to us at: weekly@onenparle.nc

Ag
en

ce
 O

n 
en

 P
ar

le

Automatic teller machines (ATMs) are available throughout 
the territory. Have your pin code handy. Banks are 
generally open 8 a.m. to 3.30 p.m., Monday to Friday. 

Take a bus
Karuia buses (red buses): the Blue Line goes to the Tjibaou 
Cultural Centre from the Place des Cocotiers in the centre of 
town. The Green Line follows the beach roads. 
Fares: adults, F210 one way. Tel. 26 54 54 or www.gietcn.nc 

Take a taxi
Taxis, Central rank - Place des Cocotiers, fare from city 
centre to beaches, F1,000. Tel. 28 35 12

Pass’ Nature & Culture 
Get a 40% reduction on entry fees to 6 major tourist 
attractions. ‘Le Pass’ costs just F1,700 and includes 
entry to the Tjibaou Cultural Centre, the Museum of 
New Caledonia, the Noumea Municipal Museum, the 
Noumea Aquarium, the Maritime History Museum and 
the Zoological and Botanical Gardens. On sale at all the 
above and at tourism outlets displaying a ‘Le Pass’ sign. 
(except the Museum of New Caledonia) 

Réseau Âmical
The ‘Réseau Âmical’ (Friendly Network) is the perfect 
way to experience the real spirit of New Caledonia. 
It includes members from all the country’s ethnic 
communities, committed to the principles of 
responsible tourism, quality and authenticity.
www.office-tourisme.nc or call 28 75 80.

c 

Travel Kit
1 AUD

=
80.25
XPF

1 NZD
=

61.66
XPF

1 USD
=

87.80
XPF

(exchange rates 
on 11 March 2010). 

Money

Urban stewards

There are six urban stewards in Noumea, they are former 
athletes, who speak reasonable English and are trained to 
help and assist members of the public. In their beige uniforms, 
they have a number of tasks and duties to perform. They 
give directions and assistance to shopkeepers, inhabitants 
and passers-by in downtown Noumea and provide backup 
for organisers of public events and entertainments. They 
work in teams, patrolling the streets on foot or on bikes, 
providing a community service by replying to queries and 
requests for help. Visitors may also ask Noumea’s red-
uniformed information stewards for help and directions. 
Their brief is to welcome boats and tourists and provide 
assistance, advice and information.
Urban Stewards: 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mondays to Fridays
and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays. Tel. 94 00 64

Cultural Passport

Fresh air
Soaring leafy 
spires

Farino

Noumea weather

Friday 12

28°
Saturday 13

28°
Sunday 14

27°
Monday 15

27°
Tuesday 16

27°
Wednesday 17

27°
Thursday 18

28°

Sunny

Partly
Raining

Partly
Sunny

Partly
Raining

Partly
Sunny

Cloudy

Mostly
Cloudy

Editor: On En Parle! 
Tel. (687) 23 23 80
onenparle@onenparle.nc
Editorial Committee: 
Tourism offi ce
Photos: Tourism offi ce, 
NC Tourism Point Sud; Tourism 
Province Nord, Destination 
Iles Loyauté
Translations: Catalyst 
Tel/Fax (687) 28 88 33
Printed by IRN Nouméa 

Despite the attention given to the 
accuracy of the information printed 
in The New Caledonia Weekly, we 
cannot be held responsible for last 
minute changes in program or prices.

We protect 
our Island.

Useful numbers
NC country code: +687

NC Tourist offi ce: 
05 75 80 (free call) 28 75 80
Australian 
Consulate - General: 
27 24 14
New Zealand 
Consulate - General: 
27 25 43
Agence Kenua: 
P&O representatives,
28 45 45 / 26 00 55

Air Caledonie (domestic 
fl ights): 25 21 77

Aircalin : 26 55 00
Qantas : 28 65 46

Air New Zealand: 28 66 77
Police: 17

Fire brigade: 18
Emergencies / 

SOS Medical service: 15
Directory enquiries: 1012
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Caledonian taste
Chayote

The storyline of the latest 
addition to the hugely popular 
series of local comic strip 
albums ‘La Brousse en Folie’ 
gives a fresh slant to the 
foibles of New Caledonian 
society. 

Talented New Caledonian comic 
strip artist Bernard Berger depicts 
the complex and quirky multi-ethnic 
world of his native country with keen 
insight and side-splitting wit. Since his 

first ‘La Brousse en Folie’ (The Crazy 
Bush) comic album was published in 
1983, Berger and his irresistible cast 
of colourful and eccentric characters 
have become a local legend, with fans 
awaiting each new album with feverish 
excitement. There are now over 20 
comic books featuring the hilarious 
antics of these endearingly crazy 
local characters. The latest album, 
published in June 2009, is entitled 
‘Noumea-Texas’ and tells the story of 
a pretty little colonial house threatened 
by the money-grabbing ambitions of 
a property developer. When Tonton 
Marcel, archetypal bushman hero of 
the comic strips, gets mixed up in the 

imbroglio, things can only get more 
confused...  ‘Noumea-Texas’ is not 
only very funny, it’s also a heartfelt 
plea for the preservation of our cultural 
heritage.  

‘La Brousse 
en folie’, 
on sale 
in local 
bookshops 
and 
souvenir 
shops.  

Experience
Bush humour  

✂ Inside story
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